
By F E N G ZE N G K U N

THREE people here have been
named among the world’s most
creative and promising in their re-
spective fields, in an international
competition for undergraduates.

The winners from Nanyang
Technological University (NTU)
pipped their peers from top uni-
versities such as Harvard, Oxford
and Yale.

They made their mark with re-
search on an NTU-created un-
manned aerial vehicle (UAV), a
toolkit to boost memory and a set
of photographs protesting against
the heavy industrial development
of the Pengerang region in Johor.

The Undergraduate Awards, a
Dublin-based competition under
the patronage of Irish President

Michael Higgins, received 4,792
entries from 209 universities
across 25 categories this year.

These include law, business, de-
sign, economics, education, histor-
ical studies and literature.

The undergraduates’ projects
were assessed by 229 judges glo-
bally. The winners were an-
nounced last month.

Their works will be published
in an annual academic journal,
which is sent to university librar-
ies worldwide.

They also get a medal and an
all-expenses-paid trip to Dublin
to take part in a three-day net-
working and brainstorming event.

Mr Ong Kim Siang, 23,
emerged tops in the engineering
and mechanical sciences category
with his work on a system to test

UAV aerodynamics.
The student from the School of

Mechanical and Aerospace Engi-

neering was part of a team that
used a wind tunnel and a scale
model of the aircraft to extrapo-

late the impact of winds on an
actual UAV.

He was in charge of the design

of the wind tunnel model, he said.
“I was very surprised at win-

ning because the competition was
very strong, and I’m very thankful
for my project supervisor Profes-
sor Tonse Gokuldas Pai’s guid-
ance,” he said.

Mr Lim Hansong, a
26-year-old student from the
School of Art, Design and Media,
won in the design category with
his toolkit to improve memory.

This included a guidebook on
mnemonics, which are techniques
such as the use of acronyms to re-
member lists of items.

Mr Wilfred Lim, 26, who was
from the same school, beat his
competitors in the visual arts field
with a series of photographs show-
ing him trapped in small contain-
ers he placed in Pengerang’s natu-
ral environment.

Both he and Mr Ong graduated
from NTU this year.

“I come from Pengerang and,
around three years ago, the Malay-
sian government introduced this
oil refinery project in my home
town,” Mr Wilfred Lim said.

“They will demolish the entire
place to accommodate the infra-
structure, so I’ve been trying to
use my art to address this issue.”

zengkun@sph.com.sg

By D A V I D E E

SINGAPORE regulations allow
slightly higher lead levels in food
and health supplements than
those of some other countries.

tailer Eu Yan Sang.
Singapore permits higher levels

of lead in health supplements than
the United States (see table). For
food ingredients, Singapore per-
mits higher levels than, for in-

that vary relative to each other,
the absolute difference between
these limits is actually minimal,
due to the scale of measurement
in parts per million.”

She explained that the lead lim-
its for food are lower than for
those in medicinal products, as
“the intake of (these) is expected
to be less than food”.

When determining the accepta-

Eu Yan Sang’s Bo Ying com-
pound, used to treat phlegm, vom-
iting, fevers, colds and coughs in
young children, was flagged for
lead poisoning risk by the US au-
thorities on Sept 26.

The retailer defended itself last
week, saying that the US Food
and Drug Administration (FDA)
wrongly tested the compound as a
food additive rather than a supple-

Heavy metals like lead are natu-
rally occurring compounds
present in the surrounding envi-
ronment. According to the HSA,
their ubiquitous nature means
they may be found in trace quanti-
ties in many products.

Professor Ong Choon Nam, a
toxicology expert at the National
University of Singapore’s Saw Sw-
ee Hock School of Public Health,

he said. “The science is evolving
very rapidly. All countries should
review their standards from time
to time.”

He suggested that the Govern-
ment make its existing standards
age-specific. Toddlers, for exam-

For their innovative projects, (from left) Mr Ong Kim Siang, Mr Wilfred Lim and Mr Lim Hansong emerged tops in their
respective categories in the international Undergraduate Awards, beating competitors from Harvard, Oxford and Yale. The
competition received 4,792 entries from 209 universities this year. PHO TO : D E SM O N D L UI F O R THE STRAITS TIM E S

Variations in limits with other
countries no cause for concern: HSA

Innovative ideas
nab NTU trio global
undergrad awards

Higher lead levels allowed
in food, supplements here

Permitted lead levels
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